BIG   BROTHER	ijg
the wind was blowing between Washington and Buenos
Aires. For there was a touch of condescension in its
implications. The United States had intervened in the
debate between Spain and her colonies with a plain intima-
tion that Europe would not be permitted to prevail because
the United States were constituted in some mysterious way
the guardian of free republics on the whole American
continent. By whose appointment they filled this honour-
able post was slightly obscure, since there was no evidence
that anyone had asked for their protection or that they
could have given any. But what was plain was the re-
sounding fact that President Monroe cast the United States
for the commanding role of guardian; and since guardians
can hardly function without wards, his Doctrine contem-
plated that the pretty part of helpless infants would be
played by the young republics of the South.
That is the misreading of the facts which South America
can never pardon ; and there is something in its deliberate
condescension which most nations would resent.   The facts,
indeed, entirely failed to justify it.   For the War of Southern
Independence moved to its appointed end. Europe did not
prevail;   the beaten Spanish armies left behind them a
galaxy of young republics;  the cheerful wards obtained
their victory without assistance from their self-appointed
guardian;  and President Monroe was not justified of his
children, since they had obstinately refused to be children
and proved themselves to be grown men.   That was the
answer to his claim; and that, one might have thought,
would have disposed of his Doctrine.   But by some perver-
sity of the New England mind it has survived to set the tone
of international relations between the United States and
South America with its eternal and disastrous assumption
of superiority.   The younger republics of the South grew
steadily to fuller manhood; but, bravely undeterred by all
the facts, the solemn periods of the Monroe Doctrine con-
tinued to announce to a politely interested Europe that the
shrinking form of Argentina, the infant footsteps of Brazil,

